

















First Communion

These young people took their First Communion on May 2™. They are:

1* Row: Ethan Zimmerman, Brian Harding, Seth Wilson, Grant Hadley, Sam Sharp,
Owen Harsch

2" Row: Brianne Worner, Meghan Hadley, Morgan Klenk, Alyson Wend,
Molly Strickling, Paige Hicks

3 Row: Brooke Hursh, Shelby Tedrow, Pastor Doug, Darian Gottfried and Kilee Stoner

Gunnar Eugene Dill Baptized

Gunnar (center) was baptized on May 2".
He is pictured (L to R) with his Aunt Heather
Miller, Susan & Lance Dill, and Aunt Leigh
Wade. Gunnar is also the grandson of
Larry and Luanne Dill.



Worship Services for June

June 6 2" Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion / Prayers for Healing
1 Kings 17:17-24 Psalm 30 Galatians 1:11-24 Luke 7:11-17
Presumed Healed!

The Pentecost season of the church year celebrates the ministry of Jesus and our ministry.
In the Christmas season we hear about God taking on human form, in Epiphany we marvel
at the revelations God brings to us, in Lent we focus on our distance from God, and in
Easter we rejoice in the great miracle God brings in raising the dead to life. So then, all
this being true, how do we live? We start by hearing about one of the major emphases
of Jesus ministry, that is, the healings he did. And the healings we are called to do.

June 13 3™ Sunday after Pentecost New Members / 9:30 Reception
2 Samuel 11:26- 12:10 Psalm 32 Galatians 2:15-21 Luke 7:36 - 8:3
Great and Terrible Sins; Great and Marvelous Grace

On this Sunday when we welcome new members to our ministry body, we hear stories
about the worst that humans can do and the best that God can do. St. Paul Lutheran
Church is the Body of Christ. We understand ourselves to be so connected to Jesus Christ
that apart from him we would die just as quickly as an amputated hand dies when at the
moment it is severed from the body. Sins sever, but God reattaches.

June 20 4™ Sunday after Pentecost Blessing of Fathers / Holy Communion
Isaiah 65:1-9  Psalm 22:19-28 Galatians 3:23-29 Luke 8:26-39
When to Wear Revealing Clothing

We put a lot of attention, time and money in our clothing. What we wear reflects our
personality, our values, even our mood of the day. How much our clothing hides, or
reveals, tells a lot about us. Our Scripture lessons today are about clothing and how
revealing it is.

June 27 5™ Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 Psalm 16 Galatians 5:1, 13-25  Luke 9:51-62

In the Gospel lesson for today Jesus encounters three persons who want to follow him,
under certain conditions. Jesus rejects those conditions and invites them each to follow
him unconditionally. The reading from the Old Testament picks up that them when Elijah
invites Elisha to follow God by being Elijah’s apprentice. In the second reading we hear
the heart of Paul’'s message to the Galatians when he urges them to follow Christ in the
freedom of the Gospel (the Spirit) and not in the slavery of obedience to law (the flesh).



PASTOR’S LETTER

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Grace to you and peace from Father, Jesus, and Spirit.

| thank God for you. At the recent Northeastern Ohio Synod Assembly | became aware
of how grateful | am for your generosity. It came about this way.

Looming over the assembly were two factors:

1) The reaction at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly last August approving the social
statement, Human Sexuality; Gift and Trust, and the ministry resolutions that allowed
congregations to “recognize, support, and hold publically accountable lifelong,
monogamous, same-gender relationships” and to provide for the possibility of the same
for rostered leaders of the church, and

2) The twenty per cent decline in giving to the Northeastern Ohio Synod which has
resulted in cutting all the synodical staff hours and salaries by twenty per cent, and doing
the same for both the 2010 and the 2011 synodical budgets.

Two motions were introduced at the assembly that requested the 2011 Churchwide
Assembly to rescind the actions of the 2009 assembly. | anticipated that there would be
lots of strong emotion and a close vote on these motions, but | was surprised that neither
of these happened. Yes, people spoke clearly and articulately both for and against the
motions to rescind, but the debate was not heated. The majority of the speakers wanted
to give the church the opportunity to actually work out in practice what these meant rather
than react against them. | estimate the motions to rescind failed by approximately a 70-30
margin.

Bishop Eaton and her staff have received a lot of angry communications regarding this
issue. Much of it has been disrespectful. Some of it has been mean-spirited, vicious, and
hateful. | remember her quipping at a meeting last September, “It's getting better. |
haven’t been called ‘Satan’ in over a week.” It has cost her in her efforts to listen to those
who disagree and to ensure that those who want to leave the ELCA do so having followed
the constitutional procedures and having heard the reasons to stay.

Bishop Eaton’s leadership style is to be playfully engaged. The normal tone of meetings
she leads is that of playful laughter and good humor. She is a master at the ironic quip.
Undergirding this playfulness, however, is a brilliant mind, a rock solid Lutheran theology
of the cross, and a vision for a mission-minded church.

At the beginning of the assembly it seemed to me that the strain of the preceding months
had sapped much of her good humor. It was there but she was working at it instead of
letting it flow naturally, like it normally does. She clearly is carrying a burden, which |
articulated as the burden of faithful obedience in carrying out her call to serve Jesus as
bishop of the church.



10

So | asked myself, how much of this burden is the result of the Churchwide actions and
how much is the result of the economic downturn?

Gauging that is difficult, but there are some statistics which can give us a clue:

» One congregation has left the Northeastern Ohio Synod and the ELCA, two others
need only to be released by the synod council, one is about to take their second vote,
and there are some others - two in our area - who are considering it.

* Inthe ELCA as whole, out of 10,000 congregations, there have been 121 who left.

« Six or seven other congregations have informed the NEO Synod that they are
withholding Mission Support, and certainly there are individual members who are re-
directing their giving but that number is undeterminable. (In our congregation two
families have left and two have informed me that they are redirecting their giving.)

* From 1988 when the synod was formed until 2009, the same amount has been given
to mission support by the congregations which, adjusted for inflation, amounts to
$1,000,000 less in buying power to do the various ministries we support.

In giving her report to the assembly Bishop Eaton spoke frankly about these issues. She

clearly is appreciative of the synodical staffs willingness to shoulder the burden of doing

more with less, but grieved that this has been asked of them.

Bishop Eaton expressed her frustration that the sexuality issue has robbed us of the
momentum to do ministry. Specifically, one of the major actions taken at the 2009
Churchwide Assembly was to pass the Malaria Initiative. The Bill Gates Foundation has
set itself the goal of eradicating malaria from Sub-Sahara Africa within the next ten years.
To do so they looked around to find an organization which could raise the necessary
matching funds and could distribute the money effectively and fairly. They choose the
ELCA. Why? Because we are good at serving others.

Bishop Eaton told us that:

» Lutheran Social Services (LSS) in the United States aids one in fifty homes.

+ LSS provides more services to people than United Way, the American Red Cross, or
Catholic Charities.

* In the NEO Synod we collected and sent 4,000 health kits to Haiti.

*  “There are those who say that Lutherans hold the name of the Lord in such reverence
that they will not even say it out loud.”

This initiative should be highly publicized, but it is not.

For example, here at St. Paul Lutheran Church | caught a brief announcement that the
offering at the assembly would be for this purpose. | put it in the newsletter but did not
get/take the time to publicize it further. One person gave $10 towards it. | brought it to the
assembly and one of the delegates said, “Here,” and gave me $10 to double it. Another
doubled it again. Then another doubled that amount. (The total offering came to $6,015.)

| asked myself: So, are we at St. Paul Lutheran Church part of the problem or part of the
solution? And to answer that question | looked at the statistics published in the pre-
assembly report. And while | do realize that “all comparisons are odious,” | found it
fascinating to discover how generous you are:
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* In 2009, out of the 200 congregation in the NEO Synod, only sixteen congregations had
an average higher worship attendance than us (204).

« Twenty-nine congregations had a larger General Fund Offering ($231,126) than us.

« Fourteen congregations gave more than the $34,670 we gave in Mission Support.

« When you add in our other ELCA related giving ($14,926), only five gave more Total
Mission Support.

« (This is largely due to the $13,619 we gave to World Hunger, making us one of the top
100 churches in the ELCA - out of 10,000! - in World Hunger gifts!)

» Only two congregations give a higher percentage of their General Fund Offerings. We
give 15%. One gives 19.7%, and another, 16.2%.

Of course, the sad side of this statistic is that the NEO Synod has set 15% as the norm for

congregations.

| normally do not look at numbers. What is most important to me is: How faithful are we
in following Jesus? |look for signs of growth in faith and in grace. | rejoice whenever | see
them. These statistics, however, showed me that grace and faith are growing in you!

Peace,
Pastor Doug

Confirmation was held on May 23™. These young people went through two (grueling)
years of classes with Dick Brenneman and Pastor Doug. They are:
1* Row: Dick Brenneman, MacKenzie Golden, Meghan Strickling, Jonah Albert, and
Pastor Doug.
2md Row: Jenna Schaefer, Caroline Parnisari, Grant Sprang, and Jack Harsch.



12

Confirmation Blessings

The following confirmation blessing were given by Pastor Doug Pretorius and Dick
Brenneman at their confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. Pastor Doug and Dick
have been their confirmation teachers for the past two years, and they wrote these
blessings describing the gifts of God they have seen in each confirmand.

Jenna Schaefer,

God has blessed you an empathetic heart,
a nurturing soul,
a perceptive spirit,
a quiet depth of being,
a powerful desire to connect with others,
a drive to excel, and
a grounded faith.

Jenna, you are the Master’s favorite apple tree,
lovingly cultivated and pruned,
fruitful branches reaching outward and upward in glorious beauty,
roots solidly anchored in fertile ground,
creating a peaceful home for God’s creatures, great and small.

Your favorite Bible verse is John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”

Caroline Parnisari,
God has blessed you with joyful exuberance,
vibrant transparency,
pure compassion,
unexpected organization,
abundant confidence,
lively imagination, and
infectious faith.

Caroline, you are an astronaut of inner space,
delighting in the connected space between people,
exploring the majestic space of the created world,
and discovering the powerful space of God.

Your favorite Bible verse is Psalm 46:10:
“Be still, and know that | am God!”



Jack Harsch,
God has blessed you with spiritual maturity,
reverent inquisitiveness,
open friendliness,
genuine compassion,
intelligent foresight,
persistent service, and
playful wit.

Jack, you are a lighthouse keeper,
diligently tending to the sweeping beacon of hope,
rejoicing in placid, sunlit days,
venturing fearlessly into storm tossed nights.

Your favorite Bible verse is Genesis 1:1:
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
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Meghan Strickling,
God has blessed you with unwavering optimism,
spiritual insight,
fearless leadership,
helpful service,
merciful kindness,
peacemaking sensitivity, and
burning knowledge.

Meghan, you are fire,
your cheerful brilliance and radiant warmth transforms the environment,
your insight brings light and makes new connections,
your goodness burns out impurities,
your spark invites all to gather in celebration and companionship.

Your favorite Bible verse is John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.’



14

MacKenzie Golden,
God has blessed you with a quiet, private nature,
observant, expressive, and focused eyes,
an intelligent, curious mind,
a kind, tender heart,
a foundational faith,
a solid, resilient strength, and
a desire to belong.

MacKenzie, you are a doe,
exploring the world with lightness, grace and beauty,
finding life in the hidden, quiet places,
gathering with others in the twilight,
watching always, missing nothing.

Your favorite Bible verse is 1 Corinthians 10:13:
“God will not let you be tested beyond your strength.”

Grant Sprang,
God has blessed you with a verbally expressive personality,
friendly, outgoing enthusiasm,
an active, athletic body,
an insatiable curiosity,
a teachable spirit,
a freedom to explore, and
a faith-filled soul.

Grant, you are a golden retriever,
bouncy and full of life,
utterly faithful and companionable,
plunging fearlessly into unknown waters,
going where others cannot or will not go.

Your Bible verse is Matthew 6:33:
“Strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.”
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Jonah Albert,
God has blessed you with a quiet, perceptive nature,
a cheerful disposition,
a love of the outdoors,
an enjoyment of a life shared with others,
a helpful, gentle spirit,
a kind heart, and
a steady faith.

Jonah, you are mountain stream,
hurling through rock filled rapids
sliding under moss covered logs,
forming quiet pools of still waters,
a channel of God’s renewing rain.

Your favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 27:17:
“Iron sharpens iron,
and one person sharpens the wits of another.”

Geraniums

The following people bought geraniums to decorate the sanctuary for Pentecost and
to celebrate Confirmation.

Pastor Doug and Dick Brenneman given in honor of:
Grant, and his gift of eagerness to learn.
Jonah, and his gift of cheerful helpfulness.
Jack, and his gift of focused attentiveness.
Meghan, and her gift of spiritual insight.
Caroline, and her gift of exuberant friendship.
Jenna, and her gift of compassionate understanding.
MacKenzie, and her gift of inner resiliency.

John & Kim Harsch, in honor of Jack Harsh and the Confirmation Class.
John & Carol Cornell , in honor of their families.

Gary & Cheryl Lantz, in honor of the Confirmands.

Paul & Vicky Sakala, in honor of Jonah Albert.

Bob & Judy Coppersmith, in honor of Jim Coppersmith and his family.

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Leedy, in memory of their parents.
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Charles & Julie Dome, in honor of Meghan Strickling.

Bob & Judy Coppersmith, in memory of Ardella & Carol Coppersmith and
Hildegarde & John Werner.

Lois Oyster, in memory of Carroll Oyster, Olive Darling and Tim Tilton.

Dick & Ruth Brokaw, in honor of Jenna Schaefer.

Kit & Aggie Branham, in honor of loved ones.

Dick & Bonnie Brenneman, in honor of the Confirmands.

Fred & Alwine Stull, in memory of their parents.

Alice Pittenger, in memory of Carlos Pittenger.

Marlin & Marge Armstrong, in memory of Caitlin Pugh and loved ones.

Kirby & Marjorie Terakedis, in honor of DeLee McNaul.

Rosemary & Doug Shirk, in honor of all cancer patients and survivors.

Kirby & Marjorie Terakedis, in memory of Dale McNaul.

Mike & Debbie Bing, in memory of Eunice Bing, Joyce Hayes and Ralph Blackford.
Kirby & Marjorie Terakedis, in honor of Marilyn Baker.

Ethan & Emily Fry, in honor of their grandparents, Bruce & Linda Steel and Pat Fry.
Sam and Sarah Laux, in honor of Caroline Parnisari.

Sabrina and Callan Pugh, in memory of Caitlin Pugh.

Jim & Mary Wise, in memory of their parents.

Sabrina and Callan Pugh, in honor of the 2010 Confirmation Class.

Jerry Gallagher, in honor of Jack Harsch.

Pat Goss, in memory of George Goss.

Marge Stoodt and Girls, in memory of George Stoodt.

Duane & Gerry Maxwell, in memory of their parents and their Grandson, Jason.
Family of DeLee McNaul, in DelLee’s honor.

Lloyd Hull, in memory of Virginia Hull.

Dick & Ruth Brokaw, in honor of All the Confirmands.

DelLee McNaul, in memory of Dale McNaul.

DeLee McNaul, in honor of her family.
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June Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries

1 Judy Coppersmith 13 Seth Jolin 22 Jared Schaefer
4 Connie Barr 13 Samantha Laux 23 Irene Ammons
5 Carol Cornell 13 Brian Wade 24 Jane Boyce
6 Mary Ann Garn 14 David Timberlake 24 Dan White
6 Joe Albert 15 Jim Woodward 26 Jessica Brokaw
6 Mackenzie Klenk 15 Madelyn Seibel 28 Jonah Albert
10 Rick Millard 20 Loren Peters 28 Mike Helinski
10 Erica Garn 21 Michael Murray 28 Jeannie McLaughlin
13 Nathan Gerhart 22 Sydney Boyd 30 Joshua Garn
June 7,1958 Duane & Geraldine Maxwell
June 8, 1968 Larry & Sharon Smith
June 8, 1974 Randy & Joyce Dudley

June 9, 1951
June 10, 1978
June 10, 1978
June 13, 1992
June 13, 1959
June 18, 1982
June 23, 1979
June 24, 1978
June 26, 1982
June 27, 1998
June 28, 1997

Carroll & Jean Reed
Cliff & Lana Worner
Daniel & Laurie Boone
Dan & Angela Shaffer
Don & Judy Snavely
Mike & Bethany Adams
Doug & Carol Pretorius
John & Kathy Frank
Jim & Jamie Woodward
Mike & Amy Helinski
Luke & Stacey Beal

Please Pray for and Remember Our Shut-Ins

Please remember people in our congregation who have not been able to worship with
us. Your cards, letters, and visits give them much joy. It is important that we help
them remember they are part of our church family.

Country Meadow Care Center
4910 Algire Rd., Bellville, OH 44813
Ruth McKinnon, Ed Mazur

Winchester Terrace Nursing Home
70 Winchester Rd., Mansfield, OH 44907
Marilyn Au

Homebound Church Family:
Rubert Hill, Marsades Mast

If you know of someone who needs

added to the list, please contact
church office at 419-886-3521.
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Northeastern Ohio Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Northeastern Ohio Synod Assembly Summary 2010

The Northeastern Ohio Synod met in assembly May 14-15, 2010, at the John S.
Knight Center, Akron, under the theme "God's Work, Our Hands. Our Hands Serve
the World."

Morning prayer preceded the assembly opening on Friday, led by Associate in
Ministry Ron Marenchin (Trinity, Ashland), with Jayne Southwick Cool (Bethel,
Middleburg Hts.) serving as musician.

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton in her report spoke candidly about positive mission activities
as well as challenging financial and spiritual issues. She lifted up the Lutheran Malaria
Initiative which is a year-long drive to participate in the goal of eradicating malaria in
sub-Saharan Africa within 10 years.

She described changes in the culture that make indifference a major response to the
church among today's young adults. She praised the Latino ministries that are being
developed in the synod and mission starts under way and asked for enthusiastic
response to a $1.5 million capital campaign to go to new mission starts and ethnic
strategy missions.

Representing the ELCA, the Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba lifted up the blessings of the
synod, noting that two of the churches larger than the ELCA (which ranks fourth
worldwide among Lutherans), Tanzania and Ethiopia, do not have as many masters
degree pastors as the Northeastern Ohio Synod. "Our biggest resource is the Word,"
he said, and referred to Jesus'illustration of a plentiful harvest, but with few workers.
"The answer is prayer," he concluded.

The Rev. Dan Cammarn (Grace, Wadsworth) explained the "level one" cuts made to
the budget, after a 20 percent drop in mission support following the churchwide
assembly last August. The Finance and Budget Development Committee adopted a
"use it or lose it" approach for committees, staff salary reductions to avoid position
cuts, eliminating some line items and making a large cut to mission partners.

A proposed 2011-2012 budget of $1.79 million was approved, $43,000 below the
current level one budget and more than $320,000 lower than the 2009-2010 budget.

Elections to 32 positions were conducted, of which five were uncontested. Seven
required a second ballot because no majority winner was found the first time. One
had no candidates.
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Elected to three-year terms on synod council were Barbara Mattern, Akron-Wooster;
the Rev. Bruce Roth, Canton-Massillon; Michael Allan and the Rev. Robert Ferro, Jr.,
Cleveland West; Richard Thompson, Jr., Eastern; the Rev. Bonnie Peltomaa,
Richland-Ashland; the Rev. Diana L. Thompson and Benita Pearson, at-large. Jon
Tomlinson, Canton-Massillon, will serve a two-year term.

(Harra) Lynne Stiggers was reelected to a three-year term as treasurer. Elected to six-
year terms on the Consultation Committee were the Rev. David Ernat and Timothy
Barrage. Serving six-year terms on the Discipline Committee will be the Rev. Leah
Schafer, the Rev. Charles Eduardos, Associate in Ministry Joanna Pretz-Anderson
and Christopher Brandt.

The 2011 churchwide assembly voting members include 15 elected in categories of
lay and clergy, male and female, youth and person of color, with specific conference
boundaries designated. Elected were Philip Hall, Amanda Marenchin, Andre Craig,
the Rev. Dee Emmert, the Rev. Pentti Maki, the Rev. Arthur Cubbon Jr., the Rev.
Robert Quaintance, Associate in Ministry Edward Kirst, Donald Palmquist, the Rev.
Karen Ullestad; the Rev. Lee D. Penvose, David G. Miller, Frank Maenpa, Kitty
Deames Burgett, and Debbie Gilbert.

During the festival eucharist service Friday, hosted by Holy Trinity Lutheran a few
blocks from the convention center, significant anniversaries were recognized.
Celebrating anniversaries of ordination were the Rev. Walter Heber, 65 years; the
Rev. Béla Bernhardt, the Rev. Donald Saylor and the Rev. George Wright, 55 years;
the Rev. Theodore Grotjohn, the Rev. James Kennell, the Rev. Donald Pentz and the
Rev. Roger Thompson, 50 years.

Recognized for the 25th anniversary of their ordinations were the Rev. Christopher
Bartholomew, the Rev. Daniel Cammarn, the Rev. William Deist, the Rev. Douglas
Gunkelman, the Rev. Edward Kropa Jr., the Rev. Paul Lintern, the Rev. Ann Paynter,
the Rev. Donald Rice Jr. and the Rev. David Thielo.

Congregations recognized for anniversaries include First, Canton, and Trinity,
Washingtonville, 200 years; Pleasant Valley, Ashland; St. Michael, Ashland; St. Peter,
New Philadelphia, and St. Paul Newcomerstown, 175 years; St. Paul, Bellville,
Bethlehem, Cleveland Heights, and Grace, Wadsworth, 125 years; Abiding Savior,
Alliance; Holy Trinity, Brunswick; St. Stephen, Stow, and Prince of Peace, Westlake,
50 years.

The assembly acknowledged roster changes among clergy and associates in ministry,
made during the last year. Ordained were the Revs. Lisa Arledge, Megan Elliott,
Andrew Genszler, Carolyn Wagar Hier, Rebecca Richie, Ellen Mills and Patrick Van
De Motter. Received from other synods were the Revs. Janice Berthinee,
Northwestern Ohio; Jane Denison, Nebraska; Christine Thompson, Greater
Milwaukee, and Julianne Smith, Northwestern Ohio.
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Transferred to other synods were the Revs. Leonard Shatkus, Montana; Britt
Vickstrom, New England, and Robert Schmalzle, Florida-Bahamas.

The Rev. Wayne Sherman entered the ranks of retired pastors, Denise Sager was
removed from the roster and Susan Neel and Laurel Bobb resigned the roster.

In addition, nine are on leave from call, six are on disability, 18 were installed last year
and 10 were called by synod council to specialized ministries.

Remembered in the necrology report were the Rev. Craig Edwards, who died June
14, and the Rev. David Phoenix, who died June 18.

After morning prayer on Saturday, Pastor Michael Conklin (Rejoice!, Hudson) roused
the assembly with a cheer - God's Work, Our Hands and explained the Mission
Interpreters program. He encouraged people to become a mission interpreter for their
congregation. This is a means to share others' stories with their congregation and
share their congregation's story with others.

After general announcements, Bishop Eaton announced that the offering collected
at the worship service on Friday was $5,860.52. The offering will go toward the
Lutheran Malaria Initiative.

We proceeded to discussion on and voted to approve a "Resolution to support the
Development of Lutheran Campus Ministry in the Northeastern Ohio Synod".

Keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, ELCA Director for African National
Ministries, Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Mission, delivered an incredibly
powerful message based on Acts 3:1-10 - the story of John and Peter's encounter
with the lame man outside of the temple. This was truly a 'street corner' encounter
and is how we often meet people. Dr. Buba explained that we are the apostolic
community and are responsible for those outside of the community who have not yet
encountered Jesus. When the lame man asked John and Peter for alms, they told
him they had none, but they offered him more than that. They offered him Jesus and
by making the eye contact and reaching out to him, they showed him that they had
something to give him. He was able to stand and soon jumped and leaped for joy at
what he was shown. How do we connect what we have (and we have much) to what
is needed in the world? Yes, we can offer clothes and money, but who gives the
needy Jesus? While giving material things is important, the solution to the world's
problems is Jesus Christ, risen from the dead. The greatest problem in the world
today is spiritual indifference and passivity. Targeted Missional Territory should be the
target of our spiritual sharing. We should be shouting look at us because we have the
grace of Jesus and we need to show others that we know we have it and can share
it with them. Hebrews 12:3 says fix your eyes on Jesus. Dr. Buba told a short story
about Jesus arriving at the gates of heaven and the guard, who knew Jesus as a
child, asked Jesus how He could trust the disciples to carry on His kingdom on earth
when they had denied Jesus and walked away from him. The guard asked Jesus
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what if the disciples had given up? Jesus said He knew they wouldn't give up because
He promised to be with them all the days of their life. That's what we need to
remember - that Jesus is with us all the days of our life.

After a standing ovation for Dr. Buba, Bishop Eaton called on Jack Fortune (St. Paul,
Bolivar) to present the courtesy resolution, which passed with resounding applause.

The assembly was dismissed to attend one of five workshops: Teach Me Tithing, It's
not About You (anti-racism), Finding Christ on Campus (Ohio Lutheran Campus
Ministry), Science in the Parish, and Becoming a Mission Again

When the assembly reconvened, Bishop Eaton advised that Dr. Buba's message will
be made available for congregational use, hopefully via several media (CD, DVD,
YouTube).

Winners of drawings held by Lutheran Men in Mission and the NEOSResourceCenter
were announced.

Bishop Eaton presented Jefferson cups to the guest speakers and to the members
of synod council who have fulfilled their terms. She then conducted the installation of
the newly elected and re-elected members of synod council and proceeded to adjourn
the assembly.

The assembly planning committee included Judi Wise (synod staff), coordinator; the
Rev. Douglas Fidler (Trinity, Kent), committee chair; Gary Hauenstein (Trinity,
Carrolton), the Rev. Pamela Kelly (on-leave), Betsy Robertson (at-large), the Rev.
Susan Rodgers (lIsrael's, Paris), Bonnie Thompson (St. Paul, Warren) and Barbara
Woodard (St. Matthew, Medina).

Guardians’ Meeting, May 6, 2010

Present for the meeting: Mike Bing, Chris Laux, Michael Murray, Lisa Brooks,
Nancy Snyder, and Pastor Doug.

The meeting opened with prayer. Michael Murray led the group in devotions based
on readings from Matthew and Luke. There was much reflection, sharing and
discussion. The devotional time ended with prayer.

The minutes from the Guardians meeting of February 11", 2010 were reviewed.
Nancy Snyder moved to accept the minutes, Michael Murray seconded and the
motion was approved.

The treasurer’s report for April 2010 was reviewed. After some discussion, Mike
Bing moved to accept the report, Michael Murray seconded and the motion was
approved.
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OLD BUSINESS:

First Communion Policy: Pastor Doug reported that since there was no official
policy on when a child can take the class and then receive first communion, there was
one third grader and seven fourth graders in the class along with eight fifth graders.
There is still a motion concerning a change in the policy on the floor. This motion will
be revisited at the next meeting of the Ministry Body.

Kitchen Remodeling Status: Michael Murray reported that one bid was received.
There are questions as to what extent the remodel should be. Should the Church look
to do a major remodel necessitating a capital appeals project, or should the Church
just do some minor changes for now with the monies already earmarked? Michael will
do some further research and report back.

AED Device: The endowment committee voted to use the interest money earned
by the Fund in 2009 to pay for the AED. The device will be purchased. The Guardians
will look into the possibility of having someone offer classes in how to use the device.

Staff Evaluations: Chris and Pastor still need to do Barb Hoover and Cheryl Lantz
and Chris still needs to finish Pastor’s evaluation.

Mission/Vision: Pastor reported that he has been praying and thinking a lot about
the final draft. After much discussion, the Guardians advised Pastor to get more input
from other trusted sources and continue to pray about what God is calling us to do.

NEW BUSINESS:

Child Ministry Coordinator: Ginger Pflueger was highly recommended by the Hire
Team and all the Ministry Body leaders. She has accepted the position. A letter will
be sent out by SPLC to all members informing them of her identity and schedule.
There will be a Meet and Greet on Sunday evening May 23" in the community room.
Ginger will officially start the position on Sunday July 4™ with a reception between
services. Ginger will be installed on Sunday July 11™ and will preach in Pastor Doug'’s
absence on Sunday July 18",

125 Year Celebration: Pastor reported that three members volunteered to
coordinate this celebration. Dawn Armstrong was asked to set up a meeting with them
to work out the details.

Meet the Family will be held Saturday May 8"; the Synod Assembly will be May
14" and 15™ with Chris Laux, Lisa Brooks and Pastor Doug representing St Paul.
Confirmation will be on Sunday May 23™ and the Graduates will be honored on
Sunday May 30™.

The next meeting will be on Thursday June 10" from 7 to 9 pm. The Ministry
Leaders have been invited to attend this meeting. Pastor Doug will do the devotions.

A retreat for the Ministry Leaders and Guardians will be held this fall with the
tentative date of October 29" and 30™.

Mike Bing moved to adjourn, Lisa Brooks seconded and the meeting was
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Bing, Secretary



Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

June 2010

6

8:15 Arise!
Worship

9:30 Kid’s Alive!
Sun.
10:30 Rejoice!
Worship

13

8:15 Arise!
Worship

9:30 Kid’s Alive!
Sun.
10:30 Rejoice!
Worship

20

8:15 Arise!
Worship

9:30 Kid’s Alive!
Sun.
10:30 Rejoice!
Worship

27
SSSSSSSSSSSSS>>
>>

8:15 Arise!
Worship
9:30 Kid’s Alive!

7
5:00 Cat. Event
Ends

5:30 Weight
Watchers

6:30 Reunion Group
7:00 Reunion Group

14

5:30 Weight
Watchers

6:30 Reunion Group
7:00 Reunion Group

21
Pastor Doug &
Carol on

5:30 Weight
Watchers
6:30 Reunion Group

28
Retreat Ends

5:30 Weight
Watchers

6:30 Reunion Group
7:00 Reunion Group

CR In Use

7:00 Food Addicts
Anon.

15

12:00 - 6:00
Blood Drive

22
Retreat
SSSSSSSSS>>

7:00 Food Addicts

29

7:00 Food Addicts
Anon.

Wednesday

7:00 Arise! Praise
Team

9

10:00 Elderberries

7:00 Arise! Praise
Team

16
1:00 WELCA

7:00 Arise! Praise
Team

23
SSSSSSSSSSSS>>>
>>

7:00 Arise! Praise
Team

30

7:00 Arise! Praise
Team

Thursday

3

4:00 Painters Alive!

5:00 Community

Dinner

10

4:00 Painters Alive!

7:00 Guardians &
Ministry

Leaders

17

4:00 Painters Alive!

7:00 Celebration
Team

24

SSSSSSSSSSSSS>>
>>

4:00 Painters Alive!

Friday
4
11
18
25
SSSSSSSSSSSS>>>
>>

Saturday

5

6:30 Men’s Brkfast - V
&M

12

19

6:30 Men’s Brkfast - V
&M

Renee Brenneman &
Bill Welsh Wedding

26
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>
>
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GOD'S LOVE

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship Services
e 8:15 AM Arise! Worship Service,
With Acoustic Guitar Music
9:30 AM Generations Alive! In Christ
10:30 AM Rejoice! Worship Service
With Traditional Organ Music
Nursery Available

Holy Communion
First and Third Sundays of the Month

Healing Worship Services
Every fifth Sunday

Handicapped Accessible

Pastor Doug Pretorius
Church Phone 419-886-3521
FAX 419-886-2584

LIVING & SHARING

email - stpaulbell@aol.com

_I_ Prayer Request -
W 419-886-3987 or

Pray4usplc@aol.com
GOD’S LOVE

The Mission Statement
Living and Sharing God’s Love

The Vision of St. Paul Lutheran Church

We live and share our faith in Jesus Christ by:

+ Trusting God with all our heart,

+ Learning God’s desire for us,

+ Telling others about God’s love, and

+ Caring for others using the gifts God gives us.



